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Winter Edition 2019

The Cougar KITTEN
Supporting the Sam Rodius Memorial Parkway Association (SRMPA)

Volume ???

Membership Drive
The SRMPA welcomes both returning and new members for the new
membership year. The SRMPA organization started around 100 years
ago as a farmers cooperative. Today, it is a non-profit group that
maintains the Meadowbrook Community Hall. Anyone is welcome to
be a member, no matter where you live.
Everyone is also invited to come to the community events. The current annual membership costs $25.00. This will be the cost until April 1st. After that
These dues will be $30.00. Also, if you pay before April, you are entered into a drawing
for a $50.00 gift card.
These dues pay the electricity bill and heat for the Meadowbrook Hall. Members can advertise
on the Cougar Gulch community website for free. Also, members can rent the hall for private
functions at a discounted rate of just $75.00 a day.
Dues are tax deductible, and every person who provides a valid email address on their membership form will receive a receipt. Membership forms, and membership information, is available at
the Cougar Gulch website,
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Board President, Julie Schmidt, says FAREWELL
After more than 5 years as President of the SRMPA board, I am stepping
down. I moved into the Cougar Gulch community in December, 2012 and
immediately got involved with the board to get to know people and lend a
hand. I was voted Secretary in 2013 and took over writing the Cougar KITTEN. In 2014 I was voted President and over the next several years some
amazing individuals began to make up the board, complemented by those that have continued to serve since before I arrived.
During my time there, we revitalized the Hilanders 4H Club, made some major renovations
inside the Hall, built The Cougar Gulch website and of course, organized untold community
events and fundraisers. My final act has been to help manage the Hall Restoration Project. It
has been my pleasure to see this community grow and become more connected. While I will
remain a resident in the Gulch, I am looking forward to some different adventures in my future. While taking this opportunity to say farewell, I have a few wishes for the community. I
wish that even more people will become involved in community events and help support the
board. I wish that we could get double the yearly membership dues than we have had in the
past to help the Hall continue to be maintained well. I also wish that everyone would be kind
and thoughtful of each other when posting on our neighborhood site, and I wish that everyone would always drive the speed limit and stay on their own side of the road! Whew!
OK – with that said, I sincerely want to thank everyone for all of the memories. Board elections will be held in May this year so consider getting involved. And finally, the Cougar KITTEN is being bravely taken over by Rachel Karvonen – good luck Rachel! Happy New Year
everyone!
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Community Hall Restoration Update
After long years of planning and fundraising, the complete
restoration of the Meadowbrook Hall is coming into the
home stretch. The actual project started the summer of
2018. First on the list was the removal of the trees that lined
the back and east side of the building. Next, the land behind
the Hall was contoured to reroute water runoff from the hill
and a ditch was widened from the back of the Hall to the
drainage on Cougar Gulch Road.
After that, Mountain Dove Construction tackled the issue of
foundation rot under the back of the building from years of standing water that collected every winter and spring.
Dozens of floor joists were replaced to insure structural integrity. The old chimney inside the front part of the building
was removed and the front wall was strengthened as it had bowed out in the middle from years of carrying the weight
of the old bricks. The old siding was removed and new and Hardie plank siding was applied over a new, fully insulated
building. Insulation was also blown into the entire ceiling space and new doors, windows, and gutters were installed.
The side portico was replaced as the old one literally fell down when the old siding was removed. That structure was
only nailed to the siding and not supported by beams. The new porch is now structurally sound and supported by solid
4x4s. The old wooden deck was removed at the back door and the land on the west side was contoured to support
optimum water run-off. Waterproofing material was also applied to the sides of the building under the siding from the
ground up a few feet on the west side to prevent any future water damage.
There is still some work to be completed in the spring/early summer of 2019. While our original plan was to have all of
the work completed by November 1st, it took longer once all of the structural issues came to light and had to be addressed. Inside, there are still 4 additional turnbuckles to be installed along with the 4 that are currently there. This is
the final task to strengthen the building and help with snow loads. Outside, the building will be painted – keeping with
the same color scheme as the original building of off-white and barn-red trim, and the grounds will get a final contouring, dressing and planting as called out in the original plan.
Thank you to everyone who donated time or money to help with this project. Your donations cover all of the ground
work and some electrical upgrades as well as the doors and the windows. And, our neighborhood benefactor is graciously paying for the structural renovations. Boy, are we lucky!
So now let’s look to 2019. While your yearly membership dues keep the lights on so to speak, your additional donations go to support additional things the Hall still needs to be completely finished. The board will need to fund a concrete patio/ramp for the side porch to support our friends who don’t use stairs or for wheelchair access to events.
And, the board also needs to build a shed or structure to store the wood for the fireplace and keep it dry.

August Fire and Fire Safety
This past August was full of fires for California, which led to the excess of smoke in CDA
around the Kootenai County Fair time. None of the fires were naturally started. To be
safe in a fire, and not start fires, here are some helpful tips to think about before the
next potential fire season:
+Create a Wildfire Action Plan that includes evacuation planning for your home, family
and pets.

Holy Fire that burned 23,136 acres.

+Assemble an Emergency Supply Kit for each person in your household.
+Fill-out a Family Communication Plan that includes important evacuation and contact information.
+Every single time you have a campfire, make sure it is completely doused by pouring water on it, stirring the embers,
and then pouring more water until it is completely out
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Upcoming Community Events
Valentine’s Crafts

Pancake Feed

This years Valentine craft extravaganza is on Sunday, February 10, 2019. Please RSVP in order to
supply the right amount of supplies. These crafts
are suitable for al ages. Hot cocoa and cookies will
be provided.

On Sunday, March 10, 2019, the annual pancake feed
makes an appearance. March 10th is also the day of
daylight savings time. The pancake feed is a very
popular event, so there could be many new neighbors
to meet.

Cinco de Bingo

Mother’s Day Flower Basket Pick Up

Cinco de bingo is a spinoff of Cinco de mayo, or the
5th of May. Not coincidently, that is when this
event is. There will be an authentic Mexican dinner,
bingo, and elections for the community board.

These Flower Baskets are perfect for Mother’s Day!
To order a basket, fill in the preorder form below and
mail the form and money to the SRMPA treasurer,
address below. Then, pick them up on May 5th form
2-5 pm, at the Meadowbrook Hall.

Mother’s Day Basket Preorder FORM
2019 Cougar Gulch Mother’s Day Hanging Basket Flower Order Form
Preorders are $30 and $35. Baskets purchased on the date of sale are $40 and $45. These lovely, large baskets
contain a variety of hearty, beautiful blooming flowers specifically designed for hanging baskets and grown here in
the pacific northwest.

Name:_________________________________________________

Item Description

Price

Phone: ________________________________________________
Email:_________________________________________________

Medium Hanging

Total Number
Ordered

Total Line Price

$30.00 each

Flower Basket

Make checks payable to SRMPA. Baskets will be available for pick
Large Hanging Flower
up at the Meadowbrook Hall on Sunday, May 5th from 2-5pm.
Questions? Call Diana Nottage 208-661-3663. Mail Checks and Basket

order form to SRMPA Treasurer at: 6637 West Meadowbrook ,
Coeur d’Alene, ID 83814

$35.00 each

Total Order:

$
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DONATION STATION: Making 2019 Our Strongest Year Ever
Your SRMPA board of trustees continues to work on options to allow residents, neighbors and other interested parties
to help out the Meadowbrook Hall and assorted additions to the hall. So, we have come up with a few ways to help
people donate easily. REMEMBER: Your donations are tax deductible.

Amazon Prime (Amazon Smile)
One easy way for everyone in the community to participate is through Amazon Smile at smile.amazon.com.
For those of you who make purchases from your computer or IPad, .5% of each purchase can be donated to SRMPA
(Sam Rodius Memorial Parkway Association). It’s easy and everyone wins! Set it up once and use smile.amazon.com
each time you make purchases to support SRMPA!
Think of your community every time you purchase items online from Amazon. If you have not done so yet, sign up for
an amazon account, designate SRMPA as your support organization :-) and give it a try! We
are grateful for all donations to help us save our community building.
Check out our website at :
www.cougargulchcommunity.com - Click on the
SUPPORT tab inside the website and access Amazon Smile—OR—GoFundMe links for easy giving access.

Need a charitable donation receipt?
For all members of the community who would like a receipt for donations made to
the
Sam
Rodius
Memorial
Parkway
Association-SRMPA
go
to:
www.cougargulchcommunity.com/our-board-of-trustees, and fill out the Donate By
Mail form. Be sure to include your full name. During events, if you donate in cash
and want a receipt, please indicate so at the time and we will be
happy to email it to you. Your generosity is critical to keep our
community center strong.
THANK YOU!

Visit us at: CougarGulchCommunity.com and Nextdoor.com

Page 5

Fall and Winter Events, 2018 - A Look Back
Ladies Luncheon
The annual ladies luncheon, done once a year, is always
busy, and this one was no exception! The luncheon was
July 21, and had many fun people there! Any woman is
invited, and invite all of your friends! Barbara Snarr,
who is currently the acting community board president,
is pictured here with her spinning wheel. There was also a potluck dinner. This has been a long-standing tradition in the
Gulch. It started when some local women wanted to get together to
sew and knit. Pretty soon, they started incorporating food. While ladies used to meet frequently, this annual get-together is an echo of
the past, that is just too much fun to give up.

Wreath Making Parties
The annual wreath making parties, held the fourth week
of November, is always a huge hit with the community
and this year was no exception. The event is a three day
affair. Day 1 hosts the Blazen Divaz, Day 2 is focused on
women, wine, and good food. The 3rd night was Family Night. The holiday
event is hosted by the Diana Nottage, and her family and friends and is open
to the community. Again this year, dozens upon dozens of people gathered
for holiday cheer and made gorgeous wreaths. This year, there were hundreds of wreaths made!

Holiday Potluck
December 2, 2018, marked the date of the annual holiday potluck. The tree was trimmed, and the tables set with festive boughs and the Hall was “decked” for the season. Attendees provided a host of delicious potluck dishes for the
occasion. Drinks and desserts were provided by the board and families rounded out the festivities with delectable salads, main dishes and home made desserts.

Visit us at: CougarGulchCommunity.com and Nextdoor.com
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Election Results
Governor-Brad Little (R)
Lt. Governor– Janice McGeachin (R)
House of Representatives– Raul Labrador (R) and Mike Simpson (R)
Senate– Mike Crapo (R) and James Risch (R)

Chili Cook-off
The Chili Cook-off this year was very busy, and the Halloween Costumes were very well thought out. The
winner of for the best chili that year was Steve Snarr, closely followed by Barbara Snarr. All of the chili was
amazing! There were two categories for Halloween, adult and child, and all of the costumes were very good.
It was a very welcoming atmosphere.

Charter Orchestra Sing-Along
Local resident Alexa Sheppard and her fellow Coeur D’ Alene Charter Academy Orchestra members hosted
a Christmas caroling get-together. Charter is known for having outstanding music, and this was no exception.
There was sing-alongs, crafts, and good food. May this become a tradition here in the Gulch!

Visit us at: CougarGulchCommunity.com and Nextdoor.com
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YOUR Community Board

GOT VOLUNTEERS???

Your volunteer board of trustees holds
monthly meetings at 7:00 pm, the first
Thursday of each month, September
through June. These people are leaders in
YOUR community and give their time generously so we all might all benefit. They attend
meetings, encourage membership, host and
manage community events, rent the Hall, and keep your donations and
membership dollars in good order and according to our bylaws. They also
write this newsletter and monthly community updates, sponsor
Nextdoor.com, manage our 4H club and our website: CougarGulchCommunity.com. They also keep the Hall in good repair and ensure it is clean and
stocked for rentals. Make sure to say thank you to them when you can.

Your community board continues to look for residents and members of
the local area who would like to donate some of their time and talents
on occasion.

Barbara Snarr,

Acting President 408-646-2228, Nextdoor Lead

N/A

Vice Pres.

N/A

Courtney Beebe,

Treasurer

208-447-8159, Nextdoor Lead

Julie King

Secretary

208-771-0071, Events

David Foster

Director

Events, Signage

Jason Shanley

Director

Events

Dawn Myers

Director

Events,

Becky Karvonen

Director

Webmaster, Events

Diana Nottage

Director

Hall Rentals, Events

Julia Mangan

Director

Events

We need auxiliary board members to help augment our community
effort over time. Auxiliary board members do not need to attend
board meetings or help at every event. Auxiliary board members can
choose how and when to participate. Here are some things auxiliary
board members can do to help:



Help at a community event such as Hall set up, clean up, decorating, or cooking.



Help by providing person-power to clean the Hall on occasion or
help take care of the outside landscaping.
Please contact any board member for more information. We would
love to see more volunteers!

The board welcomes all community members who would like to drop in to a
meeting, listen to the proceedings and provide ideas. We also encourage
anyone who would like to join the board to please contact Barbara Snarr for
more information. Let’s make 2018 our strongest year ever!

Worley Highway Districts Notes

I’d like to report the completion of several projects in
2018. Dower road was widened and improved. A final
layer was applied to Carnie Road, now a paved road. The
final segment of Cave Bay Rd. was reconstructed and
entered it into normal maintenance cycle. Bellgrove Rd.
was brought into the maintenance cycle: ditches repaired, roadside brush removed, gravel added and graded. The slide on Loffs Bay Rd. (one lane partially collapsed) was repaired. Also, 21 culverts were replaced
throughout the district this year. I believe this is a record. Many of you saw the culvert being replaced on Cougar Gulch Rd. The old culvert was so worn the adjacent
bank was eroding away. Next June my term of office
will run out, I have chosen not to run for reelection. By

then I will have served for about 20 years. It has been a
satisfying experience, made easy by the work of my fellow commissioners, excellent supervisors, and a motivated crew. I would like someone in the Meadowbrook/
Cougar Gulch area to step forward and fill this position.
You need to be able to attend 2 to 4 meetings a month.
District Commissioners set budget and road project priorities, and generally oversee the maintenance and improvement of 192 miles of public roads and bridges. If
you feel like you might be interested give me a call and
I’ll fill you in on the details.
Jim Mangan Commissioner, Sub District 1 208-660-7956
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Oral History Project

Scholorships Available

Cougar Gulch has been a thriving neighborhood for over
100 years. The original homesteaders’ properties have
been slowly divided up into the huge neighborhood it is
today. A group of Cougar Gulchers are involved in an oral
history project, where they gather assorted history,
through interviews, and pictures. If you want to help, by
doing interviews or want to contribute something, please

The Pappy Boyington Detachment of the Marine
Corps League is a local service organization of former Marines and Fleet Marine Force Corpsmen. Our
service projects include Toys for Tots in Kootenai
County, burial ceremonies for veterans, and awarding scholarships to graduating high school seniors.
This year we will award two $1,000 scholarships.
The only requirement is that the student is a graduating senior, and will attend a two or four-year college, or a technical school. Seniors who want to
compete for these scholarships can obtain an application by sending a self-addressed stamped envelope to James Mangan (Scholarships), 9802 W.
Thompson Rd., Coeur d’Alene, ID 83814.

email CougarGulchCommunity@Yahoo.com.

This picture is Henry Thompson, one of the original homesteaders.

Meadowbrook Hall for Rent
Our community Hall is a great place to gather with friends,
family or work groups. The Hall has a large main room with
tables and chairs for up to 80. There is a full kitchen and a
wood burning fireplace. There is also a piano, a screen with
projector, and audio equipment available too!
The Hall has lots of parking for events and is ready to host
your next get-together. Think: baby shower, weddings, birthday parties, family reunions or club events. Please visit our
website at Cougargulchcommunity.com for all of the particulars and to download a copy of the rental
agreement. And, feel free to contact one of the board members listed below if you have questions. We will
be happy to help make your next family or business gathering memorable at an affordable price.
Diana Nottage
208-661-3663
Diana.nottage@gmail.com

Courtney Beebe
cbeebe@hotmail.com

Visit us at: CougarGulchCommunity.com
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Do You Read the Cougar KITTEN?
The Cougar KITTEN has been faithfully produced in this format for over 5
years. Writers and contributors do their best to inform, enlighten and entertain the residents in and surrounding the Cougar Gulch area and we
would like to know what you think.


Are we hitting the mark?
Are the articles of interest to you?
 What do you like best?
 What would you like to see more of or less of?
Email your answers to CougarGulchCommunity@Yahoo.com.


The Kitten has a new writer and editor, so things might be a little
different. If anyone has ideas (or concerns) about the latest
Articles, please do not hesitate to contact us! Also, the next
Kitten, we are looking for ideas for a new column. Two ideas in the mix currently, are a “Neighbor Spotlight” or a column about the history of the gulch. Please
email the above email address to share your opinions about this, or if you have
any other ideas you’d like to share.

YA-HOO—HERE IT IS!!

Cougar Gulch Membership Application—2019

Annual membership is generally due the first quarter of each new year, however, we are always open to new member applications (valid
through the end of each year) and donations. Your dues help maintain the Hall and provide for community events that take place all year.

2019 Cougar Gulch Community Membership Application
Tax Deductible Registration Form
*You can either fill out this form or (preferred) go to cougargulchcommunity.com and pay there with a credit card

Name:_________________________________________________

Annual Dues: $25 (Jan—Mar). Please make check payable to SRMPA.

Phone: ________________________________________________

Additional Donation: $___________ TOTAL donation: $___________

Current Email: __________________________________________

I would like to have the Cougar KITTEN sent to my personal email.

_____ YES

_____ NO

Please mail this registration and your dues to:

Home Address:__________________________________________

SRMPA Treasurer

_______________________________________________________

6637 West Meadowbrook , Coeur d’Alene, ID 83814

