
 To keep costs down, the 
Cougar KITTEN will be availa-
ble online at cougar-
gulchneighbors.com and 
sent to community members 
whose email addresses are 
on file.  If you are not cur-

rently getting the KITTEN via email, please 
make sure to contact  Julie at                          
julielinez1951@gmail.com to ensure your bi-
monthly copy is delivered directly to you.  A 
very limited number of printed copies will be 
available in the news box outside the front 
door at the SRMPA Hall. 

Do we have your email address? 

Introducing Your 2013 SRMPA Community Board Members 
The Cougar Gulch Community 
membership attending the annu-
al meeting held on April 20th 
elected new officers and board 
members for the 2013 year. The 
board will meet monthly (except 
June, July & August)  on the first 

Thursday of every month at 6:30 pm.   The location 
of the meetings are at Meadowbrook Hall or at 
board member homes during the winter months.   

Board Meeting Drop Ins:   
The board welcomes all community members who 
would like to drop in to a meeting and provide ideas 
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 2013 Summer Cookout, July 20th  

Mark your calendars 
to attend the annual 
Community Summer-
time Cookout at the 
SRMPA Hall.  Festivi-
ties start at noon.   
Bring a salad or a des-

sert to share.  Hamburgers and hotdogs 
will be provided and Phil will grill!  Coffee 
and punch will also be available. If you 
would like to help set-up or clean-up, 
please contact Karen Wambolt at 208-664-
7705.   

See everyone there! 

or participate for the short term.  Please con-
tact Tom Wambolt to check on meeting loca-
tion.   Your 2013 Board includes: 
 
President:            Tom Wambolt 
Vice President:    Phil Cooper 
Treasurer:             Karen Wambolt 
Secretary:             Julie Schmidt 
Board Member:  David Foster 
Board Member:  Mavis Tysdal 
Board Member:  Julia Mangan 
Board Member:  Sandra St. George 
Board Member:  Jason Shanley 

May-June, 2013 

Community Watch  Signs—Update 
Community Watch Signs have gone up around the gulch!  The Neighborhood Watch 
Group, highlighted in the March-April Cougar KITTEN, have completed the first phase of 
this project.  Several neighbors contributed their time, energy and money to purchase and 
place the signs that warn any potential thief that our community is filled with concerned 
property owners.  Tom Wambolt and Lorri Erickson coordinated the Community Watch 
meeting and procurement of the new neighborhood watch signs.  Dave Cazel purchased 

the sign for Greensferry Road; Mike Denney purchased the sign for the corner of Thompson Road and 
Cougar Gulch Road.                                                                            (Article continued on page 2)                                                                                          

 

Left,  John Erickson 

Right, Mike Denney 



 

Thank you to 
these wonder-
ful neighbors 
for taking an-
other step in 
helping to se-
cure a safe neighborhood for every-
one.   
 

The overall goal of the Community  
Watch Program is to have “sets of 
eyes” on every major road in the 
gulch.  Community members who 
suspect suspicious activity are urged 
to call the non-emergency number of 
the Sherriff's office at 208-446-1300. 
 

Residents who would like to volun-
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John Erickson purchased the sign 
placed near the entrance of Cougar 
Gulch Road, just past Meadowbrook 
Loop Road.  Community residents,    
Don Scoggins and Mr. Kroesse pur-
chased the sign for the corner of 
Greensferry and Wilderness Trail; Ellie 
Matrie purchased two signs—one for 
the corner of Stach Road and Cougar 
Gulch Road, and the other for the cor-
ner of Clemetson Road and Stach Road.  
Brad Templeman purchase a sign for 
Cougar Gulch Road and Lynx Trail, and 
last but not least, the Idaho Depart-
ment of Lands purchased a community 
watch sign for Miller Road and Cougar 
Gulch Road.   

Cougar KITTEN  

Classifieds 
 

For Sale:  Gently used Kenmore Elite 
Induction Cooktop.  Excellent condition.  
$1000 or best offer.  425-319-0915. 
 

For Sale:  Acacia solid hardwood floor-
ing, hand-scrapped and lightly distressed.  Ten boxes (217 sq. ft) 
plus floor nailer.  $1000 or best offer.  425-319-0915. 
 

Consider placing your classified ad in the Cougar KITTEN.  Do you 
have something to trade, or barter?  Something to sell or mar-
ket?  Paid member ads are FREE.  Non-member ad prices: 

15-20 words:  member price $5/quarter 

Business Card Info:  member price $25/year. 
 

Contact Julie Schmidt at: julielinez1951@gmail.com 

teer to be involved in the watch 
program can contact Lorri Erickson 
at 208-664-8957.  
 

A special thanks also goes out to 
Mike Denney for coordinating the 
physical location sites for the signs, 
and Kevin Howard of the Worley 
Road District who contributed on 
their safe placement.   If another 
group of neighbors is interested in 
forming to supplement the current 
signs, Lorri Erickson is available to 
act in an advisory capacity.  Cost of 
the signs are approximately $47 
plus shipping.   
 

Get involved in your community! 

 Community Calendar of Events 
 

July 20th   (begins at noon) 
 Summertime Cookout at the Hall. 

August 1st (begins at noon) 

Ladies Lunch Bunch Event.  

September 5th, 6:30 pm 

Board Meeting, SRPMA Hall. 

Dave Cazel 

Help keep the Gulch Clean 

Please help keep our community beautiful and 

litter-free.  No one likes the unsightly litter that 

has plagued our roadways this Spring!   

Dispose of trash appropriately. 

Secure loads on the way to 
disposal. 

Get out and PICK IT UP! 

Ladies Lunch-Bunch Events 

The women of Cougar Gulch hold a quarterly 
luncheon at various homes throughout the year.  
This event is open to all ladies in the community.  
The summer Lunch-Bunch Event will be held on 
Thursday, August 1st, hosted at the home of Julie 
Schmidt.  These gatherings are a great way to 
connect and support one another.  All women of 
the gulch are warmly invited to attend.  At-
tendees provide a main dish, a salad or a dessert 
for the lunch that begins at noon.  We look for-
ward to seeing you there!   

For details and directions, 
please contact Julie at:   

julielinez1951@gmail.com   

or call 425-319-0915. 
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More than 40 years ago the Farmer’s 
Union, a national organization of farm-
ers promoting farming education and 
community involvement, met at Mead-
owbrook Hall.  Local No. 56 has a long, colorful history 
and originally met in rural schoolhouses.  Their first 
dedicated meeting hall was built in June, 1912,  just 
west of the present intersection of Cougar Gulch and 
Stach Roads.  The new Hall was constructed in its pre-
sent location in the Spring of 1930 on land leased from 
Nicholas Rodius.   

The Sam Rodius Memorial Park Association (SRMPA) 
was formed following the death of Sam Rodius in 1968 
and incorporated in the Spring of 1969.  The Meadow-
brook Farmer’s Union was dissolved in November, 1972 
and turned over to the SRMPA. 

 has not gone 
away. Vehi-
cles are more 
fuel-efficient 
but fuel tax 
r e v e n u e s 

have not kept up with the increase in 
miles driven, and the problem of road 
maintenance gets worse every year. 

To illustrate: between 2002 and 2012, 
traffic counts on Worley Highway Dis-
trict roads increased by 40%, but high-
way user funds increased by only 6.7%. 
This problem has been well studied and 
now it is time for solutions and we can 
expect this matter will be discussed 
during the next legislative session. 

To end on an optimistic note, every 
year we review our possible road im-
provement projects and are constantly 
striving to give residents the most bang 
for their bucks. 

 

Last month residents in the community 
received a postcard from our Kootenai 
County Board of Commissioners.  It out-
lined the County’s effort to develop new 
land use regulations for all unincorpo-
rated County Lands.  This effort will result in creating new 
zoning designations for all unincorporated properties.   
 

Public hearings are tentatively scheduled the week of 
June 17, 2013.  You can view the proposed regulations 
and proposed zoning map on-line at www.kccode.com.   
The resulting new ordinances will affect rural landowners 
and may have an impact on the value of rural land.   
 

The following website is provided as a community service 
and does not necessarily reflect the views of the SRMPA 
Board of Trustees:  
 

http://www.nwpoa.org/ourmissionand purpose.html.   

New Land Use Regulations Cougar Gulch History 

Contributed by Jim Mangan, WHD Commissioner 

Magnesium-chloride application: 

We expect the magnesium-chloride ap-
plication on gravel roads will be complet-
ed by the last week in May. The recent 
rain added some much needed moisture 
to the roads, however, too much rain 
tends to slows our progress because we 
don’t want the newly applied mag-
chloride to be washed off the roads. 

 Cougar Gulch Road Speed Limit: 

The highway district has been asked sev-
eral times over the last ten years about 
the speed limits on Cougar Gulch Road. 
We recently contracted with JUB Engi-
neers to do a speed study on this road, 
and they recommended current speed 
limits remain unchanged. The district 
board concurred. The most significant 
obstacle to raising speed limits on this 
road are tight curves and limited sight 

distance. 

Road maintenance and highway reve-
nue: 

We have a crushing operation currently 
underway in one of our rock quarries in 
order to produce gravel for maintenance 
and construction. 

The issue of revenue to maintain roads 
has been a recurring subject at both the 
state and local levels. Within the last ten 
years there have been two governor ap-
pointed blue ribbon panels to look at this 
problem. Recommendations were made, 
but they did not find warm receptions at 
either the governor’s office or the state 
legislature. You may recall there was an 
attempt a few years ago to raise vehicle 
registration fees as a local option tax to 
support road maintenance.  This was an 
unpopular option however, losing in eve-
ry one of the Kootenai county’s voting 
precincts. Unfortunately, the problem 

REMINDER:  

Walkers, joggers, bike riders, and horse riders have a right to be on our roads.  Drivers—

start  your trip early, observe all posted speed limits, keep an eye out for your neighbors on 

the road and enjoy the ride! 
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 If you re interested in renting Meadowbrook hall, please 
contact Gail Carlson at 208-699-5055 or by email at gcarl-
son@mormfg.com.  Member rentals are $50 (plus a re-
fundable $50 damage fee).  Non members are also wel-
come to rent the hall for a $100 fee. 

Thanks for leaving the Hall neat and clean for the next 
function as we do not have a cleaning service! 

 ture includes passing over a solid line in 
the “Reckless Driving” statute.  

Reckless driving is a misdemeanor of-
fense and can result in jail time (your 
insurance company won’t like it much, 
either.) 

These days Law Enforcement is taking a 
strong stance on aggressive drivers. Ag-
gressive driving can be any combination 
of the above mentioned traffic offenses. 

In closing I would like to get away from 
“Crime and Punishment” and urge every-
one to be more considerate of their 
neighbors – those they meet on the road 
or those whose homes they are driving 
past. And, please be considerate of your 
neighbors’ children and pets too.  

Drive defensively and be aware that there 
could be pedestrians, bicycles, and ani-
mals just around the corner. 

 

SLOW DOWN and enjoy your community! 

 It is still not too late to participate in the annual mem-
bership fundraiser.  This drive helps our community 
maintain the Meadowbrook Hall.  The Hall acts as Pre-
cinct #65 polling location and also hosts many commu-
nity functions throughout the year.  As a member you 
can rent the Hall for a significantly reduced rate, and 
there are other member perks.  Clip, complete and 
mail your membership today.   

Membership  is TAX DEDUCTIBLE!! 

 2013 Annual Membership Drive Meadowbrook Hall Rental 

The following article is 
submitted by Sargent 
Jonelle Greear, Idaho 
State Police Officer and 
Cougar Gulch resident. 

I won’t go so far as to say speeding is the 
root of all evil, but it is often the basis for 
more serious and dangerous traffic offens-
es.   

Idaho Code 49-654 is titled “Basic Rule and 
Maximum Speed Limits” and reads “No 
person shall drive a vehicle at a speed great-
er than is reasonable and prudent under the 
conditions and having regard to the actual 
and potential hazards then existing.”  

That wording could be subjective, so high-
way districts and street departments set 
basic speed limits for the motoring public. 
These limits are not set randomly. Engineer-
ing surveys and traffic studies are done to 
determine the conditions and hazards.  

All that being said, speed limits are set for 
SAFETY - The safety of the motoring public 

and the safety of the surrounding commu-
nity. On rural roads like those in the Cougar 
Gulch area, the speed limits are generally 
25 to 30 mph.  While this speed limit may 
seem slow to some, consider the “actual 
and potential hazards.” The roads are two 
lanes wide, with minimal or no shoulders. 
Our roads wind around curves and hills 
with driveways scattered along the way. 
Throw in some weather conditions and the 
hazards increase.  

Some of the attractions of living in the Cou-
gar Gulch community are the recreational 
opportunities. Walking, biking and horse-
back riding are popular activities and can 
cause potential hazards for motorists. Re-
member bicycles and horses have the same 
rights to the roads as motor vehicles. 

Speed can cause drivers to fail to maintain 
their designated lane, drive left of center 
on curves and hillcrests, follow too closely 
(to those who are driving the speed limit), 
and in severe cases cause drivers to pass 
over a solid yellow line. The Idaho Legisla-

2013 Annual Cougar Gulch Community Membership Drive  

Tax Deductible Registration Form 

 

Name:_________________________________________________          Annual Dues:  $25.  Please make check payable to SRMPA. 

Phone: ________________________________________________          Additional Donation: $___________   TOTAL donation: $___________ 

Current Email: __________________________________________          I would like to have the Cougar KITTEN sent to my personal email. 

        _____ YES          _____ NO 

Home Address:__________________________________________   

_______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________      

Please mail this registration and your dues to: 

SRMPA Treasurer 

10988 W. Thompson Road, Coeur d’Alene, ID  83814 
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wide berth.  Stopping for a moment to 
take a few photos is fine, but do not pick 
up the fawn.  The fawn’s mother left it in 
the tall grass alone as a strategy to pro-
tect it from predators.  If the doe stayed 
with the fawn, her visibility and scent would quickly let predators 
know where the fawn is lying.  If the doe is spotted and chased 
by predators, the young fawn would not be able to keep up and 
would likely become food for the predator. 

Contrary to popular legend, fawns that are picked up and taken 
from the wild can be returned to the wild provided the return 
takes place within a few hours.  If this is done and the doe is still 
in the area, she will return to the fawn and move it to a safer 
place.  She will not abandon the fawn because of a human 
scent—this is a common misperception. 

If a small animal such as a bird, rabbit or squirrel is found on the 
ground, wildlife experts say it should be placed back in the nest if 
possible and left undisturbed.  All wild animals have a better 
chance of survival if left alone.   

If you become aware of a fawn that you know for a fact has been 
orphaned by a vehicle/deer collision, call the IDFG at 208-769-
1414.  This would be the one rare instance where hand raising 
the animal gives it the only chance it has for survival. 

 cost to KEC members. For more in-
formation please call 208.765.1200 
or send us an email at 
kec@kec.com.  

Every May and June, a population explosion occurs in the 
wilds of Idaho.  Most species of wild animals birth or 
hatch their young in the late Spring. 
 

The Idaho Department of Fish and Game encourages peo-
ple to leave wild animals where they find them.  In nearly 
all cases, the adult female is nearby, watching and waiting 
to move her offspring to a more secluded place once she 
is aware the newborn has been found.  With very few 
exceptions (species such as bears and moose), wild animal 
mothers do not aggressively defend their young from be-
ing picked up by people. 
 

IDFG has only two alternatives when dealing with animals 
removed from the wild.  Volunteer wildlife rehabilitators 
can attempt to raise the animal and place it back in the 
wild, but this option often fails.  Animals reared in captiv-
ity pose significant challenges to successful release into 
the wild.  The animals that do survive hand rearing and 
release have limited survival skills and have lost their nat-
ural wariness of humans.  
 

IDFG can also attempt to place the animals in zoos, but 
most zoos now refuse to take the animals because of 
crowding and disease problems.  

If you come across a young fawn lying in tall grass, take a 

 A Spring Message from Idaho Department of Fish & Game 

This article is a follow-up to the community 
meeting held at Meadowbrook Hall in 
April, 2013 between residents of Cougar 
Gulch and members of KEC. 

Kootenai Electric Cooperative (KEC) 
held a meeting on April 30 with Cou-
gar Gulch residents to provide up-
dates about a recent power outage 
and the Cooperative’s commitment 
to reliability. KEC General Manager 
Doug Elliott, KEC Engineering Manag-
er Shawn Dolan, and Board of Direc-
tors David Pratt and Roger Tinkey 
were all in attendance, along with 
approximately 30 residents. 
 

At the meeting Elliott updated the 
group on the overnight power out-
age on March 25-26 which lasted 
approximately six hours and affected 
2,042 KEC members. The outage was 
caused by a pole fire (see photo) on 
one of the transmission line poles 
that provides service to KEC’s Dower 

Substation, which serves the Cougar 
Gulch area. KEC crews located the 
problem quickly and were able to fix it 
by cutting the top of the pole off and 
installing a post insulator. Had this not 
been possible, the pole would have 
had to be replaced and would have 
required a longer outage. According to 
the KEC representatives,  power could 
have been restored by transferring 
load to other sources, but doing so 
would have taken as much time as 
simply repairing the problem.  
 

KEC representatives also discussed the 
Cooperative’s construction work plans, 
including details about millions of dol-
lars in system improvements made by 
KEC in the past several years, with 
much of this work benefiting the Cou-
gar Gulch area. 

KEC also offers rebates on energy effi-
cient appliances and recently launched 
the SnapShot Home Energy Audit at no 

 

COMMUNITY THANK YOU!! 

A very big THANK YOU goes out 
to our friends at Cougar Gulch 
Lawn Care and Landscaping for 
taking care of the grounds at the 
Hall.  They do this at no cost.  
THANKS SO MUCH for supporting 
the community in this way! 

mailto:kec@kec.com


SRMPA Treasurer 
10988 W. Thompson Road 
Coeur d’Alene, ID  83814 

  
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


