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2014 Annual Membership Drive Gets Underway 

The 2014 annual membership 
fundraiser gets underway in the 
first quarter of the year.  Your 
membership donations are tax 
deductible and are used for activi-
ties to maintain the Hall.  This in-
cludes painting, plumbing, clean-
ing, roofing, fireplace and chim-
ney maintenance, as well as other 
long-term projects such as updat-
ing the water supply.   

The Hall acts as our Precinct #65 polling location and is the host of many community 
functions throughout the year including potlucks, dances, weddings, and community 
gatherings. 

This yearly membership drive is vitally important to help maintain the Hall as a strong 
community connection for all families of the Gulch and offers wholesome, fun events 
throughout the year with something to interest almost everyone at one time or another.  
As a member you can rent the hall for $50 ($100 for non-members).  Members also pay 
a reduced fee to participate in events such as the Miscellaneous Market Day, and all 
paid members can advertise in the KITTEN free of charge. 

Memberships are paid annually and generally due the first part of a new year.  New 
members can pay any time during the year for a family membership for that calendar 
year.  Please consider contributing to this drive and taking an active part in the events 
that take place at the Hall.  Let’s make 2014 a great year to be a Cougar Gulch Communi-
ty neighbor.  

Consider your next party or family gathering at the Hall.  Please contact Gail Carlson at 
208-699-5055 or via email at gcarlson@mormfg.com.   This community asset has ap-
proximately 1500 square feet and has a large kitchen area with microwave, electric oven 
and stove.  There is a refrigerator and the kitchen boasts cooking utensils and some cut-
lery and a coffee pot.  Paper products are provided for your event too.  
 

Your 2014  Annual Membership Application is available on page 8.  
Mail it in today for your 2014 tax deduction. 

 

You are cordially invited to 
attend a scheduled board 
meeting, a future potluck or 
upcoming scheduled event at 
the Hall.  Consider volunteer-
ing your time and talent to the 
Hall too.  We are always look-
ing for volunteers to help with 
community gatherings, and 
would love to have some help 
when it comes to mainte-
nance.  Please contact Tom 
Wambolt or any of the board 
members  for more info.    
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What Subject “Floats Your Boat”?  
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Your elected community board of trustees 
holds monthly meetings at 6:30 pm, the 
first Thursday of each month, from Sep-
tember through May.    

 

 Tom Wambolt, President 208-664-7705 

Phil Cooper, Vice President 208-818-1844 

Karen Wambolt, Treasurer 208-664-7705 

Julie Schmidt, Secretary 425-319-0915 

Julia Mangan                  Board Position 1 

David Foster                  Board Position 2 

Mavis Tysdal                   Board Position 3 

Jason Shanley                   Board Position 4 

Sandra St. George                  Board Position 5 

 

The board welcomes all community 
members who would like to drop in to 
a meeting, listen to the proceedings 
and provide ideas.   For more infor-
mation, please contact Tom Wambolt.  

2013 Board of Trustees 

Are you interested in writing a column for 

the KITTEN?  How about teaching a class to 

seniors or youth in the Cougar Gulch area?  

Would you like to share your passion with 

others?  Baking?  Fly-tying, web creation?  

Have you ever wanted to start a book 

club?  A horticulture club?  A cooking club?  

The sky is the limit.  The Cougar Gulch Board of Trustees cordially 

invites you to consider bringing your talents, your passions, or your 

know-how to the community at large.  Meadowbrook Hall is a per-

fect place to get together (approved community-centered clubs 

that benefit our Cougar Gulch neighbors can be held at the Hall for 

no fee).  You don’t have to be an expert to start a community 

club—just bring your ambition to share with others.   We would be 

glad to help advertise and organize on your behalf.  Please contact 

Julie Schmidt at julielinez1951@gmail.com, or at 425-319-0915.    

Fall & Winter Ladies Lunch Bunch Events Promote Camaraderie, Conversation and Cuisine 

A wonderful tradition contin-
ues in our neighborhood in 
the form of the Ladies Lunch 
Bunch.  Women of the Gulch 
gather each season to gather 
for great food, rousing con-
versation and opportunities 
to connect and make new 
friends and strengthen old 
acquaintances.    All women 
of the Gulch—past and pre-

sent—are cordially invited to 
attend these events.   

Participants bring a dessert, a 
salad, or a main dish.  Each 
event is hosted by a woman 
who lives in the Gulch.   

Our Fall gathering was hosted 
by Missy Korhummel at her 
home, and the Winter gathering 
was hosted by Karen Thurston 
at the Meadowbrook Hall.   The 
next opportunity to attend will 
be in the Spring of 2014, and 
will be hosted by Buffy Rennie.   

For more information, please 
contact Julie  at  425-319-0915, 
or at julielinez1951@gmail.com.  
It’s great to connect with 
friends!   

Winter Lunch Bunch gathering, above. 

Fall Lunch Bunch gathering, below. 

Wonderful  food and great conversation is 

the focus for Lunch Bunch gatherings. 



Worley Highway District Notes  
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oncoming traffic, not to mention 
you don’t have permission to push 
it into the right of way.  But if you 
somehow find yourself pushing 
snow to the edge of the road, then 
it must be cleared all the way off 
the road (this includes snow that 
slides off the side of the plow), it 
cannot in anyway interfere with the 
use of the road.  Driving safely in 
dark and snowy conditions is hard 
enough without having to dodge 
mounds of snow on the travel way.   
 

Never more true than at this time of 
the year: start your trip early, slow 
it down, and enjoy the ride.” 
 

This article submitted by  Jim Mangan, Commis-
sioner, Sub District 1, Worley Highway District.  
Jim can be reached at 208-660-7956. 

mph), but 10% were at 30 mph or 
more, and a maximum speed of 48 
mph was recorded.  This is not good.  
Drivers, if you want to avoid unan-
nounced practical exams on physics 
and the laws of motion, you need to 
slow down.  This advice also applies 
to many other curves on Cougar 
Gulch and Meadowbrook roads.  
Drivers, you know where they are, so 
don’t get complacent. 
 

This is the time of year when district 
trucks are clearing snow from roads.  
Some of this snow winds up on your 
driveways—sometimes in good size 
berms.  Pushing it back on the road, 
while tempting, is not allowed.  Push-
ing it across the road is not a good 
idea as this leaves you crossways to 

 

 

There is a curve on Thompson Road 
that gives unwelcome pop quizzes to 
drivers not paying attention or going 
too fast for conditions.  The quiz con-
cerns the laws of motion and centrif-
ugal force.  Every year, one or two 
drivers flunk the quiz and wind up 
with a car down a steep embank-
ment.  Last summer the curve was 
graded to make it less unfriendly, but 
limitations of terrain remain and driv-
er alertness is still required.  A speed 
study on this curve was done just last 
November.  Most vehicles were at 29 
mph or less (official speed limit is 25 

 Winter Driving— in and around the Gulch 

The following article is brought to you by 
Cougar Gulch residents Jonnelle & Charlie 

Greer. 
 

So far, winter looks much 
less like winter than recent 
years if you measure it by 
snow alone.  But, with the 
recent bitter temperatures, 
winter driving principles still 

apply. Charlie and I teach traffic safety courses 
and work the roads during all types of weather 
and road conditions.  What we see is primarily 
speed-related problems.  Virtually 99% of all 
winter driving incidents result from speeds too 
fast for the conditions.  One thing we all need 
to remember is that driving on snow-free 
roads doesn’t mean that the roads are hazard 
free.  If the temperature is below freezing at 
night, the roadbed stays below freezing much 
longer than the air.  In Cougar Gulch, there are 
a few spots where the pavement will not be 
visible until the spring thaw. Always look for 
ice in shaded areas. 

To stud or not to stud—Studded tires do offer 
more traction on ice, but this traction is limited 
to low speed conditions.  Studs help you accel-
erate from a stop.  While braking, they help 
during the final few feet of braking.  Their 
down side is that the tungsten carbide studs 
are much harder than our asphalt and tend to 
speed the degradation of our highways.  Also, 

studded tires offer less traction than non-studded 
tires on wet or dry pavement. 

Dedicated winter tires – Most tire companies 
have been experimenting with rubber compounds 
specific to winter driving. Recent tests have shown 
that studless, dedicated winter tires actually have 
better traction than studded tires.   

All-Wheel Drive - Car and Driver magazine recent-
ly tested a number of winter-specific tires as well 
as all-wheel-drive vehicles. Their conclusions were 
surprising (except to those of us who work winter 
crashes). They found that the only advantage of all
-wheel-drive was ACCELERATION. There were no 
handling advantages. In fact, Car and Driver re-
ported that a standard two-wheel-drive car 
equipped with dedicated winter tires could out 
brake, out maneuver, and out turn its all-wheel-
drive counterpart. What Charlie and I see is at 
least 75% of our winter crashes involve all-wheel-
drive vehicles. Almost all of those crashes were 
SPEED-RELATED. People feel a false sense of secu-
rity driving a 4WD vehicle and go faster because of 
it. If you already own a 4WD, consider purchasing 
some dedicated winter tires to help you maintain 
control under icy or snowy conditions.  Another 
trick is to turn your 4WD off once you get on the 
highway. If your front tires aren’t turning at the 
same speed you’re traveling, then they are not 
getting traction. If they don’t have traction, you 
cannot turn! 

BOTTOM LINE—SLOW DOWN! The posted speed 

limits are the MAXIMUM limits for those roads 
under ideal conditions. Once the mercury dips 
below 38 degrees, start slowing down. Begin 
braking gently before you get to a curve or 
before you plan to turn. One of the biggest 
mistakes people make is using the brakes while 
turning. Remember, your wheels have to be 
turning in order to steer. If they’re locked up 
because you are braking, Newton’s Laws take 
over and you go in a straight line (until you hit 
something). 

At the beginning of the article we mentioned 
“speed too fast for conditions.” We are often 
asked at crash scenes what a safe speed would 
be.  There is no set speed in miles per hour for 
winter driving. The conditions that need to be 
considered include weather, the road type and 
condition, what type of treatment the road has 
received (plowing, sand, salt, etc.) the type of 
vehicle and tires, condition of the vehicle and 
tires, and the driver’s experience. 

In closing, please wear your seatbelts. We have 
had several fatality crashes recently that would 
have been survivable if the occupants had 
been wearing seatbelts. Seatbelts are designed 
to hold your body in the driver’s seat/
passenger compartment – the most protected 
area. Even at 25 mph you would not want your 
head to hit the windshield, side window, or 
another passenger in the vehicle. 

Slow down, buckle up and have a safe winter!! 
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 key ingredient is their passion for 
communication and treating 
themselves and their employees 
like family.   Both women agree 
that they depend on each other 
and always “have each other’s 
back”.  Their success includes 
working with their employees to 
aspire them to be their best 
based on the strengths they 
bring to the workplace.   Debbie 
and Diana agree that they are 
truly inspired to help people con-
nect with jobs and they work 
hard to empower women 
through professional opportuni-
ties.  They sincerely believe in 
women helping women and cur-
rently, most of their employees 
are female. 
 

The future is wide open for this 
intrepid duo, and the sky seems 
to be the limit for them as they 
continue to find the positive in 
all situations.  Best friends and 
free spirits both, the Gulch is 
richer for having these wonder-
ful women as neighbors.    
 

If you are interested to learn more 
about their businesses either as a 
client or an employee, please con-
tact them at 208-661-3663. 

The purpose of the spotlight 
article is to help us learn 
more about the interesting 
people that live in the Gulch.     

 

We start off our new year by shin-
ing the Cougar Spotlight on two 
terrific ladies who live in the 
Gulch and have been friends for 
just more than a year.  Meet    
Diana Nottage and Debbie Mott 
– entrepreneurs extraordinaire! 

In her past life, Diana managed 
the Coeur d’Alene and Lewiston 
Idaho State Tax Commission Of-
fices for several years and on the 
side has done a variety of jobs 
including everything from vaca-
tion rental management to oper-
ating heavy equipment.  Diana 
loves being close to water and 
sailing is her recreational passion.  
Debbie recently moved from San 
Diego where she worked for 
many years with Southwest Air-
lines.  She also has done a variety 
of interesting things in her profes-
sional life which include every-
thing from working in a boat yard 
to managing staffing agencies.  
She currently works for a local 

staffing company.  Debbie is a con-
summate animal lover and enjoys 
riding her horses. 

Diana began working part time with 
Debbie in the staffing arena and 
their new careers took off from 
there.  While visiting Sandpoint on 
business, they recognized a need to 
help support local condominium 
owners with house cleaners.  Their 
goal in starting their initial business 
was to invest their time and talents 
in areas where they saw the needs 
of businesses that were a good 
match with the skills they could 
bring to a community.  That goal 
became the cornerstone of their 
vision, and they have not looked 
back. 

Since February, 2013, their busi-
ness has taken off.  They named 
their business adventure 3R, Inc., 
and they currently have over a doz-
en employees.  They have pat-
terned 3R, Inc. as a concierge-type 
business service and currently offer 
the following services: 

Mrs. Clean – Housekeeping and 
professional cleaning services 
Creekside Farms – A landscap-
ing company 
Vacation Retreats – A property 
management company 
Panhandle Business Services – 
A bookkeeping service 

Debbie and Diana complement 
each other nicely in personality and 
skill, and their business has seen 
non-stop growth since they started.  
They both agree their magic formu-
la is intensely focused customer 
service, and that focus is prevalent 
in all of their businesses.  Another 

Diana Nottage, left and Debbie Mott. 

Do you have a “Super Scout”, or a family 

member with great talent?  Know anyone 

with a unique hobby?   Are you interested in 

“spotlighting” someone you know?  How 

about a neighbor,  a close friend, or YOUR-

SELF?  Does someone you know volunteer 

or have an interesting story that can be 

shared?  Let’s work on getting our next 

neighbor in the  SPOTLIGHT!   Please email 

Julie at julielinez1951@gmail.com or call 

425-319-0915.   

We do the work, you provide the story! 
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In the last issue of the KITTEN, readers were encouraged to 

send in some of their favorite photos they had taken.  We were 

encouraged to receive a variety of shots from residents 

throughout the Gulch, and they are collected here for your 

viewing enjoyment.  They represent spectacular views, wonder-

ful wildlife scenes, interesting shots from around the area, and 

one surprising photo from parts far-away.   

      A & B:        Sunrise, left and sunset, right in the Gulch by David F. 

             C:        A shot from the kitchen window by Charlie G. 

              D:       Snapped near home by Lauren B. 

              E:        Statue in Farragut State Park by Kellie B. 

       F & G:       Hoop house construction; newly mowed field, taken by        

                         Karen T. 

               H:      Scorpions on a stick—alive and freshly grilled while you  

                         wait!  Taken in China by Deb V. 

  

  

  

 

THANK YOU from the Cougar Gulch Community! 

 

 

Will Stafford 

A big thanks goes out to Will for installing new faucets 

and an instant hot water heater in the kitchen at the 

Hall.  We appreciate your time and talents! 

 

Cougar Gulch Lawn 

Care & Landscaping 

A huge shout-out to CG Lawn Care!  This top notch 

company  keeps the Hall grounds well groomed.   

THANKS A MILLION—WE APPRECIATE YOU! 

 

Joe Schindler—

Fireman Joe’s 

Chimney Sweep 

Major kudos to former resident, Joe Schindler for vol-

unteering to clean the Hall Chimney this  past Fall.  We 

can’t thank you enough for helping out.   

 

      
Community Green 

Cross 

This Idaho non-profit, founded by neighbor Karen Thurston, 
helps  local community groups raise funds by purchasing their 
used clothing, accessories,  and household items. CGC accepted 
left over items  from the Miscellaneous Market event last sum-
mer, recycled them, and provided the proceeds back to us.  
THANK YOU for your help and your generosity. 

 

Carrousel Tree 

Farm 

This neighborhood tree farm donates a beautiful Christmas tree 

to the Hall each year.  We are very grateful for your generous 

gift.  It enhanced the Hall for a variety of occasions throughout 

the holidays.  Applause, applause, applause! 
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   Fall Spaghetti Feed and BINGO Event 

Holiday Wreath Party at the Hall 

Residents of Cougar 
Gulch gathered at the 
Hall Friday, October 25, 
2013 for a community 
spaghetti Feed and BIN-
GO.   Residents chowed 
down on spaghetti, 
bread, salad and des-
sert and then settled in 
for some rousing 
rounds of   BINGO with 
cash prizes.  Below, left, 
are some of the lucky 
winners.  Yahoo!  
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Wreath participants getting started. 

Wreath-making in full swing. Putting the wreath the pieces together. 

The annual Wine, Women and 
Wreath  making event, hosted by 
Debbie Nottage at Meadowbrook 
Hall this past December was a huge 
success.  This well planned and fun 
craft evening brought scores of 
women from all walks of life togeth-
er to build beautiful wreathes.  Par-
ticipants chose from a plethora of 
fragrant boughs as they snipped 
their pieces into hand-sized fans of 
fronds.  Each wreath is made up of 
ten bundled section of  clippings.  
Then the bundles of ten are me-
chanically put together on a large 
wire wreath holder. 

Participants then decorated their 
wreath with a variety of items in-
cluding pine cones, ribbon, bows, 
and glitter spray.  Throughout the 
process, the crafters nibbled on 
wonderful potluck finger foods and 
sipped a variety of wines.       It was 

a great way to connect, see old 
friends and make new friends too! 

Crime Watch Information 

s.rivercrime@outlook.com is an email ad-

dress that has been developed to receive 

descriptions of suspicious vehicles in our 

area.   If you, a resident on the south side of 

the Spokane River from US 95 to the State 

Line and south to and including the Cougar 

Gulch area observe a suspicious vehicle in 

our area, parked along the side of the road 

occupied or unoccupied, please get as accu-

rate of a description as possible of the vehi-

cle.   Anything observed that can be sent to 

the email address would help.  The infor-

mation will be monitored daily.  If multiple 

reports of the same vehicle in numerous loca-

tions are documented, then residents will be 

notified through their provided email address 

to watch for the vehicle and report its loca-

tion.  If a crime occurs in an area where the 

vehicle was observed, then the Sheriff's Of-

fice will be notified of its description and other 

pertinent information to assist in their investi-

gation.  

mailto:s.rivercrime@outlook.com
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Deck the Hall Winter Holiday Potluck 

  

 Cougar KITTEN Winter Classified Ads 

This annual Winter Holiday Potluck 

took place on Sunday 

afternoon, December 

8th  at Meadowbrook 

Hall.  Cougar Gulch resi-

dents and friends 

brought delectable 

dishes to be shared and 

paired with a variety of 

desserts, beverages, 

and a perfectly baked 

Christmas ham.   

The gathering brought  together doz-

ens and dozens of local families to share in 

holiday cheer, good food, and 

Christmas music.   Happy New 

Year to everyone!    

Timber exemption tax help and 

preparation. Long time Gulch resident 

with 40 years of forestry experience.   

Please contact  Larry Isenberg at 208-661-

5457 or Larry.isenberg50@gmail.com.   I'm 

the one with the garden and windmill at 

the Lynx and Cougar Gulch intersection. 

Consider placing your classified ad in the Cougar 

KITTEN.  Do you have something to trade or bar-

ter?  Something to sell or market?  Paid member 

ads are FREE.  Non-member ad prices: 

15-20 words:  $5/issue. 

Business Card Info:  $25/year 
 

Contact Julie at julielinez1951.com 

A small but intrepid team of 

Cougar Gulch neighbors 

came together on Saturday, 

November 30th to literally 

deck the Hall.  A beautiful 

Christmas tree, donated by 

Carrousel Tree Farm, was 

put up and decorated.  The 

rafters were strung with 

lights and ornaments and 

other festive items were 

placed throughout the Hall.  

These decorations will be 

enjoyed by everyone who 

uses the Hall through the 

holidays.  Thanks for your 

time and efforts, decorating 

crew!   Merry Christmas! 
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2014 Cougar Gulch Community Membership Application  

Tax Deductible Registration Form 

 

Name:_________________________________________________          Annual Dues:  $25.  Please make check payable to SRMPA. 

Phone: ________________________________________________          Additional Donation: $___________   TOTAL donation: $___________ 

Current Email: __________________________________________          I would like to have the Cougar KITTEN sent to my personal email. 

        _____ YES          _____ NO 

Home Address:__________________________________________   

_______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________      

Please mail this registration and your dues to: 

SRMPA Treasurer 

10988 W. Thompson Road, Coeur d’Alene, ID  83814 

Here is you 2014 Annual Cougar Gulch Membership Application 

Idaho Water Resource Information    The Cougar Chick 

 

Many of our Cougar Gulch 

residents raise livestock or 

have substantial vegetable 

gardens or orchards.  Some 

of you may produce hand-

made or home cooked goods.  We want to 

hear from you!   We would like to connect 

with you for input for a new, regular column in 

the Cougar KITTEN starting with our next is-

sue. Ideas can include sharing farming tips and 

tricks of the agriculture trade.  Possibilities for 

additional community participation can in-

clude activities such as a harvest-time neigh-

borhood farmers market or other organized 

events to support and promote local growers, 

farmers, and food preparers.   Please contact 

K a r e n  v i a  e m a i l  a t :                                            

Karen@ThurstonFamilyFarm.com.  Let’s make 

this an opportunity to exchange ideas and 

help each other grow, connect and prosper. 

 

Most residents of the 

Gulch are very familiar 

with Idaho’s water 

resource web site.  For 

those who would like 

to review the infor-

mation, or for those 

residents who may be 

newer to the Gulch, 

please visit the following link:   http://www.idwr.idaho.gov/

WaterManagement/NorthIdAdju/.   This site offers information on 

water rights, wells, and provides information on how to file a water 

rights claim.  The site also offers helpful information in the form of 

frequently asked questions and provides other, related documents.  

As an added bonus, the site offers a link to the public land survey 

identification tool to find your property’s legal description.  All this, 

along with maps and legislation information make this a site to 

bookmark on your personal computer.  You can also access this site 

from www.cougargulchneighbors.com on the tab at the bottom 

left, titled Water Rights.  Make sure you know your rights! 


