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The SRMPA appreciates its members’ interest and 
support in maintaining the Meadowbrook Commu-
nity Hall. Thank you to everyone who has paid 
membership dues, made donations or rented the 
Community Hall this past year. 
 

Between September 2014 and September 2015, 67 
Cougar Gulch households participated in the SRM-
PA by paying membership dues totaling  $1,675.00. 
SRMPA members donated additional funds at Com-
munity Hall events or by including a donation with 
their membership payment. The SRMPA received a 
total of $385.00 in donations. Members and non-
members frequently rented the Community Hall, 
resulting in $1,800.00 in rental income. The SRMPA 
also received time and materials donations from its 
members. 
These contributions were used pay the Community 

Hall’s necessary expenses: $813.00 to Kootenai 
Electric Cooperative for twelve months of electrici-
ty; $499.07 to North Idaho Propane for propane 
heat; $500.00 to Liberty Mutual for insurance; and 
$110.00 for non-exempt property taxes. The funds 
received were also used to pay for Community Hall 
events, to support the Highlander 4-H club and for 
Community Hall supplies and improvements. 
 

There are approximately 300 Cougar Gulch house-
holds and the SRMPA encourages its members to 
spread the word to neighbors and friends about 
Community Hall events, membership benefits and 
rental opportunities.  Also, the SRMPA is always 
willing to work with Cougar Gulch residents who 
wish to donate time, materials or funds to the 
maintenance and improvement of the Community 
Hall.  

The annual Cougar Gulch Ice Cream Social was held on a 
beautiful August afternoon at the Community Hall.            

Residents young and old 
turned out to enjoy the delec-
table,  cool treats that included everything from cones, popsicles, sundaes and ice cream 
floats.  This free event was hosted by your community board of trustees to show apprecia-

tion for the support the com-
munity provides to the Hall 
throughout the year.  Every-
one had a lip-smacking good 
time making delightful, cool 
summer treats while enjoying 
friends and family.  

            Cougar Gulch Treasurer’s Report 
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WANTED:  Community Hall Rental Monitor 

 

The board is 
looking for a 
volunteer to 
take over 
Hall Rental 
Monitor du-
ties for the 
community.  

As the Hall Rental  Monitor you would talk to po-
tential renters via phone or email, provide them 
rental information and keys, collect rents and 
send the monies to the board treasurer.   
 

Additionally, the monitor keeps an eye on the Hall 
and connects with our cleaning service if the Hall 
should need special attention.  If you are interest-
ed, please contact Julie Schmidt at 425-319-0915 
or send an email to: julielinez1951@gmail.com. 

We’re in the time of year when the annual road maintenance cycle is just about completed.  
Between now and the big freeze, there is opportunity to accomplish some minor improve-
ments.  What makes these projects minor is that they don’t involve large contracts or state 
and federal funds.  Most of these projects will be completed using just our district person-
nel and equipment.  Although these maintenance projects are minor in nature, they can be 
significant to local area drivers.  Case in point is the Clemetson Road Project. 

The road crew will return to Clemetson Road during October.  On the unpaved portion of 
the project, ballast rock and gravel will be laid down and compacted.  This will provide a better ride than the present 
dirt and gravel surface.  Next year a paving crew will return and pave the gravel surface, thereby completing the pro-
ject.  The road will  then be entered in our schedule for periodic chip-seal application. 

Another recently completed maintenance project concerned a failed culvert on Hamaker Road.  This had resulted in 
severe erosion and reduced width of road.   Because there were no alternate routes, the road had to be kept open 
during the project.  This involved pausing and sometimes moving equipment when vehicles needed to travel through 
the work site.  Despite this complication, our dedicated crew accomplished the work in two days.    

Kidd Island Road Project, a major road project, involves reconstruction and realignment.  We’re in the right of way ac-
quisition phase, a phase that moves slowly; no, make that slo-o-owly.  On a different note, construction of our new 
office building is proceeding.  We hope to move in very soon. 

We have also started preparing equipment for our winter operations.  I throw in this bit of news because I know at 
least one of you is waiting with baited breath for the first snowflakes of winter!  And finally, congratulations to Dustin 
Howe, who was promoted to Assistant Supervisor as of August 1st. 

As always, start your trip early, slow it down, and enjoy the ride.  Jim Mangan, Commissioner, Sub District 1, 660-7956. 

Worley Highway District Fall Maintenance Notes  

Your elected community board of trustees holds monthly 
meetings at 6:30 pm, the first Thursday of each month, 
from September through June.    
 

Julie Schmidt, President  425-319-0915 

Julia Mangan, Vice President  208-661-5375 

Courtney Beebe, Treasurer 208-447-8159 

Karen Thurston, Secretary  208-660-1359 

David Foster                   Director 

Jason Shanley                    Director 

Dawn Myers   Director 

OPEN    Director 

OPEN    Director 

OPEN    Director 
 

The board welcomes all community members who would 
like to drop in to a meeting, listen to the proceedings and 
provide ideas.  The board also encourages anyone who 
would like to join the board to please contact  Julie Schmidt 
for more information and meeting locations.  

YOUR Volunteer Board of Trustees 



Timber Tax Exemption 

Visit us at:  CougarGulchCommunity.com                                                                                                     

Are you receiving a timber tax exemption on your 
land?  The exemption could reduce the property 
tax on your land by up to $92 per acre; a savings of 
$1,840 per year on a 20 acre piece. 
 

The state of Idaho allows forest landowners to 
greatly reduce their property taxes to encourage 
them to grow trees long term. To qualify for the 
timber tax exemption program landowners must 
devote a minimum of 5 acres, excluding any im-
provements, to management of the timber for 
eventual harvest.  Landowners must also submit a 
timber management plan which is best prepared by 
a professional forester. 
 

Larry Isenberg, a Cougar Gulch resident, has pre-
pared dozens of these plans for local landowners. 
For a nominal fee, Larry will inspect the property 
with the owner, devise a plan that fits the owner's 
wishes and prepare the written plan with a guaran-
tee of acceptance by the county.    

We were very fortunate 
to avoid fires in the 
Gulch this year.  What 
would have happened to 
your home and cher-
ished possessions if a 
wildfire had roared 
through our community 
and you weren’t pre-
pared?  The proven best 
way to protect your 
home and land is by cre-

ating a defensible space around your home.   

Larry Isenberg has developed and managed the 
FireSmart program in Kootenai County and similar 
programs in Benewah and Bonner counties, where a 
defensible space around the homes of over 2,800 
rural homeowners like yours was created. Unfortu-
nately, that government-funded program is no long-
er available. However, the need to protect our 
homes and land from wildfire is as much, if not 
more, important now than ever. Defensible space is 
the development of a beautiful ecosystem that is 
both fire resistant and pleasing. 

For a nominal fee, Larry will provide a wildfire risk 
analysis; along with advice on developing a defensi-
ble space around your home.  This service is FREE 
for Cougar Gulch residents getting a timber tax ex-
emption plan.  Give him a call today! 
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The Cougar Gulch Community Hall can be rented by any local neighbor or resident of the Gulch.  
The Hall boasts a stocked kitchen with a propane wall heater, a large entertainment room with 
a stage, tables and chairs for approximately 80—100 guests, a wood burning fireplace and a 
propane heating stove.  

  Paper products and cutlery are provided as well as firewood to heat the Hall in the colder 
months.   Consider having your next event at the Hall.   It’s also a great spot for family reunions, 

weddings, private functions, garage sales  or parties! 

Please contact Julie Schmidt at 425-319-0915 or check availability on line at our website at CougarGulch-
Community.com.  Paid members can rent the Hall for $75 per day.  Non-member rental fees are $125 per 
day.    

Community Hall For Rent 

Is Your Property Fire Safe? 
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 Saturday, October 10th  
5:30 pm 

OKTOBERFEST  
Community Dinner 
  
We look forward to seeing all residents and friends of Cougar 
Gulch at the Community Hall on Saturday, October 10th.  
 
Dinner starts at 5:30 pm.  Admission is $5 per person.  Chil-
dren 10 and under are FREE.  We will be serving brats & 
hotdogs complimented with hearty buns, relishes, sauerkraut 
and chili.  The fare will also include salad, dessert, coffee and 
juice. 
 
Immediately after dinner, we will break out the old-
fashioned BINGO cards.  Cards are $10 and are good for all 
games.  Winners of the individual games will win cash prizes, 
so bring your friends, your neighbors, your kids and your ex-
tended family.  The event is hosted by your volunteer com-
munity board and we would love to see the hall full of friend-
ly faces! 
 
 
 
 

Saturday, November 7th   

7:00 pm 

OLD TIME BARN DANCE 
  
Join us at the Community Hall for an Old Time Barn Dance on  No-
vember 7th from 7:00 pm until 10:00 pm .  The event will feature live 
music by Arvid Lundin and Deep Roots with Emily Faulkner calling.  
Enjoy the music, dance your heart out, meet your neighbors, and 
participate in an old time lively dance. 

This event is a fundraiser for the Inland Northwest Food Net-
work.   Tickets are $8 for INWFN members and $10 for non-
members.  Kids are $5 and children under 12 are free!  Additional 
donations gratefully accepted! 

Coffee, tea and lemonade will be provided.  Please bring a potluck 
treat to share.  Singles, families & beginners are welcome!  Wear 
comfortable clothes and non-scuff soled shoes.  
 
No Partner?  No worry! There will be plenty of partners available.  
At the end of each dance, it is customary to find a new partner for 
the next.  Our caller, Emily Faulkner, will teach the dances by walk-
ing through the figures before the music begins, then calling the 
figures during the dance.  For more information, check the Inland 
Northwest Food Network website at: www.inwfoodnetwork.org,  or 
please contact Char Beach  at (208) 416-1534.   See you there! 

        Upcoming Fall Community Events   

Thursday, December  3rd 
5:00 pm 

WREATHES, WOMEN & 
WINE 
 
If it’s December, it’s time for the annual Wreathes, Wom-
en & Wine Event!  Please join this us at the Community 
Hall on Thursday, December 3rd at 5 pm.  This event is 
sponsored by local Cougar Gulch neighbors.  Wreath mak-
ing supplies will be provided based on RSVPs so don’t for-
get to call and reserve your spot!  
 
Admission is $12 per person to cover the cost of the Hall 
rental and the wreath supplies.  Please bring an appetizer 
or a finger-food potluck dish and your own drinks.  Hot 
cider will be provided.  Bring your creativity and your 
friends!  All of the wreath making supplies will be provid-
ed.  The cost to make an additional wreath is $7.00. 

 
 
 
Friday, December 4th 

5:00 pm 

WREATHES, WOMEN & 
CHILDREN 
 
This wreath making event is geared 
for women and children.  Please join 
us at the Community Hall on Friday, 
December 4th at 5 pm.  Wreath making supplies will be 
provided based on RSVPs so don’t forget to call and re-
serve your spot! 
 
Admission is $12 per person to cover the cost of the Hall 
rental and the wreath supplies.  Please bring an appetizer 
or a finger-food potluck dish and your own drinks.  Hot 
cider will be provided.  Bring your kids and pack up your 
creativity.  All supplies will be provided.  Additional 
wreaths can be made for $7.00. 
 

RSVP to Diana at 208-661-3663 
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Cougar Gulch Hilanders 4-H Club Update 
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 Winton Elementary school, originally build in 1925, is holding a unique 
fundraiser.  The PTA is offering friends, family and supporters to purchase 
an historic Winton Brick which will be incorporated into a part of Winton 
Elementary forever.  These bricks were used in the original construction 
and were once part of the structure welcoming families as they entered 
from 920 LaCrosse Street in Coeur d’Alene.    

The bricks are in a condition which enables an engraver to place your child 
or grandchild’s name, your family name, years of attendance, or a business 
name on the front of the brick which will then be placed in the new build-
ing.  The immediate goal is to fill the front entrance lobby of the new Winton Elementary. 

The Winton PTA is selling each brick for $50 which includes two lines of engraving, up to 15 characters per line.  This 
fundraiser is open to all families who have attend Winton Elementary or anyone who would like to support a local, 
neighborhood school PTA.   

To order a brick, please visit the Winton Elementary website at http://www.cdaschools.org/winton.  Donations made 
to the Winton PTA are tax deductible. 

The Cougar Gulch Hilanders 
will hold their final club 
meeting of the 2014-2015 year 
on Saturday, October 4th at 4 
pm at the Community Hall.  
During this final meeting, year-
ly awards will be presented 
and the group will hold a 
members only auction.  The 
Cougar Gulch Hilanders have 
earned 4H dollars for their ac-

complishments throughout the year and will use those 
4H dollars to purchase auction items.  Auction donations 
of gently used items such as clothing, crafts, toys and 
new items like gift cards, candy and office supplies have 
been collected for this event. 

HILANDER HIGHLIGHTS 

Over the past year, the club cleaned the Community Hall, 
provided yardwork and landscaping on the Hall grounds 
and planted flowers.  In July, the North Idaho Fair Rodeo 
Queen , Haley Jackson, pictured above with club mem-
bers, visited a 4H meeting.  The club members also par-
ticipated in the North Idaho Fair this past August.  Club 
member Lauren took1st place in Dog Obedience and club 
member Lucy took 3rd place in photography.  Congratu-
lations to all 4H members who participated.     

The club also held an ice skating social at Frontier Ice  
Arena and they are planning a family celebration at the 
fair grounds in October.   

Prospective projects for 2015-2016 include: 

Livestock projects:  swine, goat, rabbit, horse and dog.   

Traditional projects:  photography, cake decorating, sew-
ing, archery, government, dramatic presentation and 
cloverbuds.   

The club is still searching for leaders for these projects 
and leader training is available.  If you can help, volun-
teer, or donate to our community 4H Club, please con-
tact Dawn Myers at 208-667-4044.  Your time and tal-
ents would be gratefully appreciated! 

 4-H is where 5-18 year olds have fun, make friends 
and learn by doing. 

 4-Hers take the lead in hands-on activities in science, 
citizenship, and healthy living. 

 Young people in 4-H discover their true passions, 
gain confidence, and give back to their community. 

 When you join 4-H, you meet others who share your 
interests, and do activities that excite you— every-
thing from foods, fishing, fashion, farm animals, arts 
and crafts and much, much more! 

 
If you would like your child to participate, call Dawn. 

Own A Brick of Local History 

http://www.cdaschools.org/winton


 Cougar Gulch Business Ads 
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Send us your business card and we will 
place it in the next KITTEN and also put 
it online at our website, CougarGulch-
Community.com.   

All residents with paid memberships 
can advertise for free!  Non-members 
are also welcome—$25 for a year of 
business card advertising. 

 Would you like the KITTEN to showcase 

your business? 

 Would you like to showcase your busi-

ness on the community website? 

 We would love to write an article 

about your business! 

Contact Julie Schmidt at 425-319-0915 

or by email at julielinez1951@gmail.com 

Send us your business card! 

 Front Porch Face Lift for the Hall 
Do you drive by the Community Hall?  
If so, keep your eye out for a new, 
cement front porch, and stairs.  This 
work is being donated by Cougar 
Gulch resident and concrete artist 
extraordinaire, John  Hand.  John has 

provided his expertise in many ways over the years for the Hall 
and this effort is a significant volunteer effort.   

The existing stairs were becoming unsafe.  Earlier in the year 
the handicapped ramp was removed and wheelchair & walker 
access was moved to the side entry door.         

The community board of directors wants to take this oppor-

tunity to sincerely thank John and his helpers for replacing the 
front stairs and landing and making the entrance to the Hall 
safe for everyone. 

If you would like to contribute money to pay for the concrete 
and supplies used to rebuild the front entrance, your dona-
tions would be gratefully accepted.  Please make checks paya-
ble to SRMPA and mail to:  Treasurer, 6637 W. Meadowbrook 
Loop, Coeur d’Alene, ID  83814.   

Please state that the donation is to help defray costs for mate-
rials to rebuild the front entrance to the Hall.   

THANK YOU JOHN, and thanks to all contributing neighbors! 



Wanted:  A few good people….. To join our Community Board 
The Cougar Gulch volunteer community board is seeking energetic, family-oriented 

residents to join the board.  There are open director positions just waiting to be 

filled!  Our board meets once a month (first Thursdays at 6:30 pm).  The meetings 

are lively, fun and friendly.  If you would like to get more involved in your communi-

ty, here’s your chance.  The time commitment is about 2-3 hours per month.   

No special training or skills are required.  All you need is a bit of time and the desire 

to get involved.  Each meeting has an agenda and our goal is to provide activities to 

support the community and actions that preserve the Hall.  Please call Julie Schmidt 

at 425-319-0915 or email julielinez1951@gmail.com.  We’d love to see you! 

Thank you for observing the posted speed limits in the Gulch! 
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On a wonderfully warm, 

sunny day near the end 

of summer, a terrific 

bunch of women gath-

ered for food, fun, com-

radery, conversation and 

delectable cuisine. 

The Summer Ladies 

Lunch Bunch event was 

hosted at the home of 

Julia Mangan.  

The fare included home-

made soup, a variety of 

fresh, summer salads and  

hearty main dishes complimented with a variety of relish trays and condiments.  The gastronomic success was 

ultimately topped off with yummy, homemade cakes, cookies, sweetbreads and muffins.  Party goers washed it 

all down with a variety of beverages. 

If you are interested in hosting an event—either this winter or next spring–please contact Julie Schmidt at 425-

319-0915 or email julielinez1951@gmail.com.  Hostess responsibilities include determining the date for the 

luncheon, providing a location and suppling the plates, cutlery and drinks.  Invitations are done for the hostess. 

This event is an extremely satisfying event to host or attend.  We hope to see even more people next time!   

The Ladies of Summer 



 

 

Keeping the Grounds Green 
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  The Cougar Gulch 4H club did 
an awesome job landscaping the 
grounds at the Hall and refresh-
ing the plantings around the 
building.  They are also planning 
another landscape sweep this 

fall.  The board wants to thank the club for their extended 
efforts to maintain the grounds and take care of the Hall.  
THANK YOU 4H CLUB! 
 
The board also wants to provide a big THANK YOU to  
Cougar Gulch Lawn Care.  Tony 
and crew again volunteered 
their time and equipment this 
year to keep the grass portion of 
the grounds trimmed and neat.  
We sincerely appreciate your 
efforts to keep us looking great! 

2015 Cougar Gulch Community Membership Application  

Tax Deductible Registration Form 

 

Name:_________________________________________________          Annual Dues:  $25.  Please make check payable to SRMPA. 

Phone: ________________________________________________          Additional Donation: $___________   TOTAL donation: $___________ 

Current Email: __________________________________________          I would like to have the Cougar KITTEN sent to my personal email. 

        _____ YES          _____ NO 

Home Address:__________________________________________   

_______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________      

Please mail this registration and your dues to: 

SRMPA Treasurer 

6637 W. Meadowbrook Loop    Coeur d’Alene, ID  83814 

Cougar Gulch Membership Application 
Annual membership is generally due the first quarter of each new year, however, we are always open to new member applications (valid 
through the end of each year) and donations.  Your dues help maintain the Hall and provide for community events that take place all year. 

Keeping the Hall Warm 

Many renters of 
the Hall realize 
that our main heat 
source in the cold 
months is our 
wood stove in the 
main part of the 
building.   

For the second year in a row Cougar Gulch neigh-
bors Kristin and Deborah have cut, split, hauled and 
stacked an entire year’s worth of wood for the Hall 
to provide warmth for everyone who participates in 
events in the fall, winter, and spring.     

The board wishes to recognize this extremely gener-
ous gift and is very grateful for the continued sup-
port of these very intrepid women.  THANK YOU for 
your amazing gift of warmth!  


