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Supporting the Sam Rodius Memorial Parkway Association (SRMPA)

Volume ???

CrimeReportsTM Website—Set up your own Crime Alert
This article is a REPRINT from the July—August,
2013 KITTEN. In light of recent crime activity in
the local area, it is being reprinted to help residents track crime in and around our neighborhoods.

of incidences in the categories you
select at the location you specified.
You can view a local map showing the
parameters you have set and see
where the crimes occurred.

If you are interested to track crime activThe map portion of a crime alert reity in the Cougar Gulch area and have
internet access, there is and informative
website, CrimeReportsTM.

Here, users can get local crime information sponsored by the Kootenai County Sherriff’s department.
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Visit: www.crimereports.com and enter
a location.
Users can also create a Crime Alert Report that can be sent to you electronically on a daily, weekly, or monthly basis.
These crime reports allow you to choose
the type of crimes you are interested in
by customizing them to your interests.
The report lists the type of crimes for the
time period chosen and lists the number
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port shows the actual locations of incidents based on the parameters you
set. The information is a good way to
stay informed and up to date
with crime activity in our neighborhoods. Take a look! Be informed!
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Due to extreme conditions in the Pacific
Northwest, Stimson has closed all of it’s
lands to the public. Please note that the
Stimson land behind Cougar Gulch is part
of this closure. Please remember to be
thoughtful about fire prevention.
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Spring and Summer Events in the Gulch
Cinco de Bingo and Board Elections
The Cougar Gulch annual Cinco de Bingo event
was held at the Hall on May 6th. Party goers
were treated to tacos, rice, beans and all the
fixings, topped off with desserts and coffee.
After dinner yearly board elections were held.
Open positions included Vice-President and
Secretary. Barbara Attinger-Snarr was elected
to the VP position and Julie King was elected to
the secretary position. The board wants to
thank Karen Thurston for her service as past secretary, and Julia Mangan, who moved from the
VP position to a director position. Our community is extremely lucky to have such great volunteers who help make our neighborhood such a great place to live! The night ended with a
succession of bingo games in different patterns. Adults were treated to cash prized and children who won were treated to movie
tickets and treats. Everyone enjoyed themselves, filled up on great food and played fun games.

Flower Basket Fundraiser
The first annual Mother’s Day Flower Basket
Fundraiser was held at the Hall on May 13th.
Pre-orders were taken and some “drop-by” sales
resulted in a successful event. A big thank you to
board member Diana Nottage for coordinating
and delivering the baskets to our location. Board
members Julia Mangan, Courtney Beebe, Julie
King and Dawn Myers volunteered the day of the
event. Additionally, Blossom Mountaintop Farm provided Mother’s Day bouquets and small plants by donation. The board spent $642.60 on flowers and earned $1,140.00 from the sale. We also received $69 in
donations from Blossom Mountain Top and paid $68.40 in sales tax. Our total profit—benefiting our Community Hall Building
Fund—came in at $498.00. Thanks to everyone who stopped by or ordered flowers ahead of time. We plan to hold this fundraiser again next year so look for an update early next spring! Pre-orders will be $5 less per basket than day of event pricing.

Basket Weaving Class Fundraiser
An intrepid group of women gathered at the Hall on
May 21st to learn the art of basket weaving. This
fundraiser also benefited the Community Hall Building
Fund. Participants worked with round reed and
learned to introduce colors and decorative items such
as beads into their works of art. The three-hour long
class produces beautiful baskets for everyone involved. The
class was taught by Julie Schmidt and Barbara Attinger-Snarr.
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Spring and Summer Events in the Gulch
Annual Litter Pick-up and Free Petting Zoo Events
The Cougar Gulch annual
neighborhood litter pick up
was held on June 3rd. Approximately 20 volunteers
participated in the morning
event, followed by a volunteer BBQ at the Meadowbrook Community Hall, hosted by the Hilanders
4H club. All of the main roads were cleaned and
approximately 20 bags of debris was collected.
Thanks to Mike and Suzy Denney for coordinating the event and thanks to Jim Mangan from
the Worley Highway district for help with signs
and trash hauling. See page 8 for pictures.

The Hilanders 4H club hosted a free petting zoo fundraiser event from 11 am—3 pm at the Hall in conjunction with the annual litter pick-up. Proceeds from this
event went to maintain 4H activities.
The club also hosted the BBQ for the community
volunteers who participated in the trash pick up earlier
in the day. Thank you 4H!

Barn Dance Benefits the Meadowbrook Community Hall
An old fashion barn dance was held at the community Hall on June 10th. This event featured live music,
raffles for gift baskets and a cake walk. Dancers brought pot luck snacks to share and learned some great
dance steps. The Hall netted $320 from ticket admission for this event with proceeds going to the Hall Building Fund. Emily Faulkner called a collection of cool dances and Arvid Lundin and the Deep Roots band provided the toe-tapping, foot stomping tunes that gave dancers a chance to really charge their batteries. Special thanks to Char Beach for coordinating this event for our community.

Annual Ice Cream Social
Every year, your community board of directors hosts a
free-to-the-community Ice Cream Social. This year’s
event was held on a wonderfully warm and sunny Sunday, August 6th. Attendees were treated to several ice
cream flavors, dozens of toppings along with sodas for
making floats and fruits for making banana splits.
These cool treats were topped of with friendly conversation and a chance for neighbors to connect and relax.

Visit us at: CougarGulchCommunity.com and Nextdoor.com
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Spring and Summer Events in the Gulch
Cougar Gulch Ladies Lunch Bunch
A favored event for all women
and girls of the Gulch is the
long-standing tradition of the
Ladies Lunch Bunch.
This event was started a generation ago by farmer’s wives
who would get together and
sew or knit. At some point, the
gathering decided to include
food and the Ladies Lunch
Bunch was born. More than
50 years later, the tradition of
getting women and girls of the
Gulch together for friendship
and food continues.

This summertime event, held on August 13th, brought more
than 20 people together to share delectable home-made main
dishes, scrumptious salads, and awesome desserts. The luncheon also showcased a craft project and a yarn spinning demonstration.

Upcoming Fall and Winter Events in the Gulch
OCTOBER 21st:

NOVEMBER 30th AND DECEMBER 1st:

Join us on Saturday 10/21 at the Hall for
brats, sauerkraut and BINGO.

Holiday Wreath Making, women—11/30

Details will be forthcoming.

Details will be forthcoming.

Holiday Wreath Making, families—12/1

Visit us at: CougarGulchCommunity.com and Nextdoor.com
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DONATION STATION: It’s Never Too Late in the Year to Contribute to YOUR Hall
Your SRMPA board of trustees continues to work on options to allow residents, neighbors and other interested
parties to help raise enough money to insulate and reside our community Hall. This project is a multi-year
long commitment to collect donations and we have
come up with a few ways to help people donate easily.
REMEMBER: Your donations are tax deductible.

Amazon Prime (Amazon Smile)
One easy way for everyone in the community to participate is through Amazon Smile at smile.amazon.com.
For those of you who make
purchases from your computer
or IPad, .5% of each purchase
can be donated to SRMPA (Sam
Rodius Memoria Parkway Association). It’s easy and everyone wins! Set it up once and use smile.amazon.com
each time you make purchases to support SRMPA!
Think of your community every time you purchase items
online from Amazon. If you have not done so yet, sign
up for an amazon account, designate SRMPA as your
support organization and give it a try! We are grateful
for all donations to help us save our community building.

Need a charitable donation receipt?
For all members of the community
who would like a receipt for donations made to the Sam Rodius Memorial
Parkway
Association
(SRMPA), please send an email request to:
CougarGulchTreasurer@yahoo.com. Be sure to include
your full name. During events, if
you donate in cash and want a receipt, please indicate so at the time and we
will be happy to email it to
you. Your generosity is
critical to keep our community center strong.
THANK YOU!

GoFundMe.com
www.gofundme.com/MeadowbrookHall
Our very own
GoFundMe page
has been created
specifically for our
community to raise
funds so we can
insulate and re-side
the Meadowbrook
Community Hall.
This avenue to donate is super-easy. Just type
www.gofundme.com/MeadowbrookHall into your
browser and our page will come up. You can donate,
read about our efforts and see the donations made to
date. REMEMBER—your donations—whether in the
form of monetary gifts for annual member ship dues,
contributions to our building fund or donations to offset
the cost of our new propane stove installation are tax
deductible.

Consider donating both ways. Let’s continue to
make 2017 a banner year for giving!

Fundraiser Update:
Friends of the Gulch show their generosity.
$498 was the profit from the sale of Mother’s Day baskets
and flowers.
$80 was realized for the Basket Weaving event held in May.
$320 was the profit donated to the Hall of proceeds from
the June Barn Dance
$4,324.10 is the current Building Fund Total as of September 1st. This amount comes from donations and events.
Our goal to insulate and reside the Hall is estimated at
$30,000 and we are well on our way!
Membership dues are not earmarked for the building fund.
Those funds pay for our daily operating costs and are managed separately.
Thank you EVERYONE for your continued support!
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Auxiliary Board Members Needed

YOUR Volunteer Board

Your volunteer board is looking for residents and members of the community who
would like to donate some of
their time and talents on
occasion.

Your volunteer board of trustees holds
monthly meetings at 6:30 pm, the first
Thursday of each month, from September through June.
These people are leaders in YOUR community and give their time generously so
we might all benefit.
They attend
meetings, encourage membership, host
and manage community events, rent the
Hall, and keep your donations and membership dollars in good order and
according to our bylaws. They also write this newsletter and monthly community updates, sponsor Nextdoor.com, manage our 4H club and our website: CougarGulchCommunity.com. They keep the Hall in good repair and
ensure it is clean and stocked for rentals. Make sure to say thank you to
them when you can. They really deserve a hand!
Julie Schmidt,

President

Barbara Snarr,

Vice Pres.

425-319-0915, Hall Rentals
408-646-2228, Nextdoor Lead

Courtney Beebe,

Treasurer

208-447-8159, Nextdoor Lead

Julie King

Secretary

208-771-0071

David Foster

Director

Communications

Jason Shanley

Director

Events

Dawn Myers

Director

Events

Becky Karvonen

Director

Webmaster, 4H

Diana Nottage

Director

Hall Rentals

Julia Mangan

Director

Events, 4H

We are looking for auxiliary
board members to help augment our community effort
over time. Auxiliary board
members do not need to
attend board meetings or
help at every event. Auxiliary
board members can choose how and when to participate. Here are
some things auxiliary board members can do to help:




Help at a 4-H meeting, class or event.
Help at a community event such as Hall set up, clean up, decorating, or cooking.



Help by providing person-power to clean the Hall on occasion or
help take care of the outside landscaping.
Please contact any board member for more information. We would
love to see more volunteers!

The board welcomes all community members who would like to drop in to a
meeting, listen to the proceedings and provide ideas. We also encourage
anyone who would like to join the board to please contact Julie Schmidt for
more information.

Worley Highway Districts Notes

Two-lane traffic has been restored on Greensferry Road. As you may
recall, the outer lane became unsafe due to persistent spring rains
that undercut pavement and caused part of the hill to fall away.
Repair consisted of removing unstable fill and building up the hillside
with a stable fill structure. The lane was repaved, and center and
edge striping added. Watson Road suffered considerable slide damage last spring too and is still closed to through traffic while experts
study what should be done about an entire hillside moving towards
the lake.
The District has been busy this summer accomplishing our normal
program of maintenance and repair: sweeping roads, mag-chloride
applications, grading gravel roads, repaving, cleaning ditches, etc. In
addition, we finished the Clemetson Road project, adding an asphalt
layer on last year’s paved surface. We also began paving Carnie Road
and will finish with another layer next year.
We expect to start construction in about two weeks on the Burton
Road project, a joint effort of the Worley Highway District and Coeur

d’Alene Tribe. This project will improve stream flow by replacing inadequate culverts with a bridge. In turn, this will prevent water from
flowing over the road and depositing gravel in a fish-bearing stream
(gravel which has to be replaced on the road). A win for all concerned.
Also on our to-do list is repair of a shoulder slide on Loffs Bay Road.
We continue the slow process of obtaining additional right of way on
Kidd Island Road; the purpose of which is to permit realignment and
reconstruction of the road surface for a distance of two miles. We
estimate construction will occur in 2018.
Not to cause anxiety, but district mechanics are starting to prepare
trucks for the snowplow season.
FYI, construction projects continue almost everywhere you travel in
Kootenai County. Give yourself an extra 10 to 15 minutes, avoid frustration at being delayed, and please slow down going through work
zones.
Jim Mangan, Commissioner, Sub District 208-660-7956

Visit us at: CougarGulchCommunity.com and Nextdoor.com

Members—Advertise FREE!
Send us your business card!
Send us your business card and we will
place it in the next KITTEN and also put
it online at our website, CougarGulchCommunity.com through all of 2017.

All residents with paid memberships
can advertise for free! Non-members
are also welcome—$30 for a year of
business card advertising.


Would you like the KITTEN to showcase
your business?



Would you like to showcase your business on the community website?



We would love to write an article
about your business!

Contact Julie Schmidt at 425-319-0915
or by email at julielinez1951@gmail.com
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Cougar Gulch Lending Library
Don’t forget to make use
of the “lending library” in
front of the Hall. This
brightly colored beauty
was the brain-child of
our 4H members. The
eye-popping red, refurbished paper box has
been decorated with
brick “books” at the
bottom and filled it with
real books inside. The
motto is take a book and
leave a book. Feel free to stop by and browse. Avid
readers are kindly requested to leave books they
love to read and take one that’s available that they
want to read next. Thank you again 4Hmembers for
this wonderful, community service idea that everyone can benefit from using!

Meadowbrook Hall for Rent
The Meadowbrook Hall is a perfect place to hold your next
event. Everything from graduations, birthday parties and
weddings, to company gatherings, bridal showers or group
holiday parties. The Hall has a full kitchen and a large main
room. There is a fireplace with wood supplied and two
propane heaters for the colder months. Please contact one
of the following people to rent the Hall. Holiday bookings
are filling up fast for 2017. If you are interested in a weekend gathering for your family or group this season, please make sure to contact a Hall Manager as soon as
possible. New this year—renters will be responsible to provide their own serving ware. Coffee makers are
available, however renters will now supply their own coffee, sugar and cream. The Hall will continue to supply items such as drinking water, cleaning supplies, toilet paper and other necessities.
Diana Nottage
208-661-3663
Diana.nottage@gmail.com

Julie Schmidt
425-319-0915
Julielinez1951@gmail.com

Courtney Beebe
208-447-8159
cbeebe@hotmail.com

Visit us at: CougarGulchCommunity.com and Nextdoor.com
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Community Service Information from Kootenai Count Sheriff Office
Ten Commandments of Hunting Safety
Treat every firearm with the same respect due a loaded firearm.
Control the direction of your firearm's muzzle.
Be sure of your target and what is beyond it.
Be sure the barrel and action are clear of obstructions.
Unload firearms when not in use.
Never point a firearm at anything you do not intend to shoot.
Never climb a fence or tree, or jump a ditch or log, with a loaded firearm.
Never shoot a bullet at a flat, hard surface or water.
Store firearms and ammunition separately.
Avoid alcoholic beverages or other mood-altering drugs before or while shooting.

The Big Four of Hunting Safety:
Hunting Accidents have Four Common Causes:
Judgment Mistakes: The number one cause of hunting accidents is mistakes in judgment, such as mistaking a person for game, not checking what’s in front of or beyond your target, and getting caught up in the excitement of the hunt which can cause you to make foolish
mistakes.
Not Following Firearm Safety Rules: Another common cause of hunting related accidents is not following safe firearm practices like the
four primary rules of firearm safety.
Not Enough Practice: A huge problem seen out in the field is hunters who don’t know their firearms capabilities. This stems from a lack of
practice that can lead to things like accidental discharges and stray shots.
Mechanical Failures: When it comes to firearms you can never let your guard down; mechanical failures can and will happen, so you
must know how to deal with them when they do.
The Four Primary Rules of Firearm Safety While Hunting are:
Always keep your muzzle pointed in a Safe Direction: The muzzle of your firearm should never be pointed towards anything that you
don’t intend on shooting. Practicing safe muzzle control is one of the most important things that you can do out in the field, and should
be something that’s second nature long before you ever head out into the field.
There is no such thing as an Unloaded Weapon: Every firearm should be treated as a loaded weapon, therefore they should always be
given the respect due a loaded weapon. When being handed a firearm in the field, always assume the gun is loaded, even if someone
tells you it’s unloaded.
Make Sure You Know What’s in Front of & Beyond the Target: When taking a shot, you must always be sure of what’s in front of and
what’s beyond your target. If you cannot see what lies beyond your target, NEVER TAKE THE SHOT.
Keep Your Finger OFF the Trigger: When carrying any firearm, your finger should never be inside the trigger guard unless you ’re ready to
shoot. This is a huge problem seen time and time again with inexperienced shooters, and it’s something that should be mastered before ever going on a hunt.

Following Safe Shooting Practices:
Safe Zone-of-Fire: One of the most important aspects of safely firing your gun while out on a hunt, is to never fire your gun outside of your
Zone-of-Fire.
Your Zone-of-Fire is the 45 degree area directly in front of each hunter. The reason we stay inside that 45 degree area, is that anything outside
that area cannot be seen with reliability, and should be considered outside your field of view. Also, keep in mind your Zone-of-Fire will change
with every step that you take, so make sure you’re always aware of your hunting partners locations at all times.
Self Control: Another important aspect of hunter safety is self-control. It’s not uncommon for hunters to become excited while out on a hunt;
just remember that this excitement can cause you to make careless mistakes, so you need to do your best to control your emotions while out on
the hunt.
If you find yourself becoming anxious, or overly excited, it’s time to slow down. If that means temporarily putting a stop to the hunt, then you
need to err on the side of caution. No hunt is worth taking unnecessary risks; the safety of everyone who may be out in the field is always the
number one consideration. A calm shooter is always a better and more accurate shooter.

Visit us at: CougarGulchCommunity.com and Nextdoor.com
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Community Service Information from Kootenai Count Sheriff Office, cont.
Practice & Accuracy: Shooting accurately is not only the key to being a successful hunter, it’s also one of the most important aspects to being a
safe hunter. If you cannot routinely hit your targets while out at the range, you have no business hunting anything. You are putting yourself and
everyone in the field at risk.
Target Identification: If you’re not 100% sure of what you are shooting at, DO NOT TAKE THE SHOT. Anything you shoot at needs to be identified, and needs to be 100% in your field of view before ever taking a shot.

Safely Carrying your Firearm While in the Field:
The way you carry your firearm in the field is extremely important to the safety of everyone in your hunting group, as well as anyone who may be
in your range of fire. By following the number one rule of firearm safety – always keeping your muzzle pointed in a safe direction – you ensure
the safety of those around you, and you limit the possibility of someone being injured during an accidental discharge.
There are a number of websites advising people to always point there barrel at the ground when walking; however, this isn’t always the safest
way to carry a firearm. If you’re traveling in a group where another hunter is walking directly in front of you, do you really want to be pointing
your weapon at the ground in front of you?
There are a number of proper ways to carry your firearm in the field, each with their own fancy name and proper technique. Whatever technique you choose, make sure your muzzle is always pointed in a safe direction, and make sure your finger is always outside the trigger guard
unless you’re about to shoot. If you remember both of those tips, and make them something that becomes second nature, you greatly cut
down on the chances of having a hunting accident out in the field.

Stay Safe, Stay in Control, and always follow the rules of firearm safety.

HALLOWEEN Safety Tips

In order to assist the Kootenai County community in enjoying this fun-filled holiday as safely as possible, the Kootenai County
Sheriff’s Office has compiled the following Halloween Safety tips for children and adults.
For Motorists



Remind all household drivers to remain cautious and drive slowly through the community. Enter and exit driveways and alleys carefully.

For Parents
Before children start out on their "Trick or Treat" rounds, parents should:













Ensure that a responsible adult will be supervising the outing.
Plan and discuss the route trick-or-treaters intend to follow. Know the names of your child's companions.
Encourage them to travel only in familiar areas and along the established route.
Remind your children to stop only at houses or apartment buildings that are well-lit and never to enter a stranger's home.
Establish a return time.
Teach them your home phone number and how to dial 9-1-1 if they have an emergency. Remind them that 9-1-1 can be dialed FREE from
any phone, including pay phones.
Review all appropriate trick-or-treat safety precautions, including pedestrian and traffic safety tips.
Feed kids a good meal prior to Trick or Treating to discourage them from filling up on Halloween Treats.
Insist that treats be brought home for careful inspection before anything is eaten, and when in doubt, throw it out!

It’s all about the Outfit… Costume Design



Plan costumes that are bright and reflective. Make sure that shoes fit well and that costumes are short enough to prevent tripping - falls are
the leading
cause of unintentional injuries on Halloween.






Consider adding reflective tape or striping to Costumes and Trick-or-Treat bags for greater nighttime visibility.
Secure emergency identification (name, address, phone number) discreetly within Halloween attire or on a bracelet.
When shopping for costumes, wigs and accessories, look for and purchase only those that have a label indicating they are flame resistant.
Consider a loose-fitting costume to allow for warm clothes to be layered underneath, should the evening be chilly.

Visit us at: CougarGulchCommunity.com
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2017 Summer Activities at the Hall

Cougar Gulch, Community-Strong

Cougar Gulch Membership Application—2017
Annual membership is generally due the first quarter of each new year, however, we are always open to new member applications (valid
through the end of each year) and donations. Your dues help maintain the Hall and provide for community events that take place all year.

2017 Cougar Gulch Community Membership Application
Tax Deductible Registration Form

Name:_________________________________________________

Annual Dues: $30 . Please make check payable to SRMPA.

Phone: ________________________________________________

Additional Donation: $___________ TOTAL donation: $___________

Current Email: __________________________________________

I would like to have the Cougar KITTEN sent to my personal email.
_____ YES
_____ NO

Home Address:__________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

Please mail this registration and your dues to:
SRMPA Treasurer
6637 W. Meadowbrook Loop Coeur d’Alene, ID 83814

